Diego Gambetta (Official Fellow) My previous academic year, 2004-2005, was one of harvest, with two books published in close proximity. This academic year has been one both of consolidation and sowing new seeds. 

On the former front, I spent much time – much more than I planned – doing the research for and writing a long epilogue to the new paperback edition of Making Sense of Suicide Missions, concentrating on the Iraqi insurgency and the London bombings of 7/7, and on what more they tell us about the continuing development and diffusion of the phenomenon. With regard to Islamic extremism, I also investigated, with Steffen Hertog, a puzzling correlation which has been intriguing me for several years, namely why engineers appear to be overrepresented among violent Islamic radicals. The paper from this research, Engineers of Jihad, was presented at the PRIO workshop on ‘The Role of First Actors in Civil War’, August 17-18, Oslo, Norway. (It is available online, in the working paper series of the Oxford Department of Sociology).

On the latter front, in collaboration with John Ermisch at ISER (Essex), I resumed my old interest in trust, but in a radically new perspective, which combines the advantages of the experimental technique with those of survey data. Our aims are to measure trust and trustworthiness in a representative sample of the British population, and to investigate which individual attributes affect both measures. We will administer the so-called trust game experiment to a sample of subjects who were formerly members of the British Household Panel Survey. Most of my time on this project was spent designing a new version of the trust game experiment, which we hope is more realistic than the standard design used in most experiments and better at capturing clear notion of trust and trustworthiness. In the first stage, we will use the basic format of our new design and administer it to 200 subjects from the BHPS sample. In the second stage, we will use a more elaborate version of the experiment with a larger and fully representative sample. (The related paper, ‘People's Trust: The Design of a Survey-Based Experiment’, is available online, in the working paper series of both the Oxford Department of Sociology and ISER.)

With respect to other activities, I contributed to the founding of a new multidisciplinary research centre based in the Sociology Department, provisionally called the Oxford Centre for the Study of Lawlessness and Extra-legal Protection (OxLEP). With my colleagues (Hamill, Heath and Varese), we successfully applied to the Fell Fund of the University to create an administrative and fund-raising position, to which we have now appointed. We also gave a collective presentation of some of our work relevant to the new centre to the ESRC Council Annual Meeting, which took place in Oxford in June 2006. 

In November and December 2005 I spent some weeks as Visiting Professor at Science Po in Paris, where I gave four seminar presentations and taught two graduate classes. I also gave two presentations in Nuffield. One, in October 2005, at the Sociology seminar in which we were asked to describe our research agenda (the title was ‘More Hedgehog than Fox: The Common Thread in the Study of Criminals, Taxi Drivers and Suicide Bombers’). The other presentation was to the Nuffield Stated Meeting of Governing Body in March 2006 and was on ‘London 7/7: An Extreme Instance of an Extreme Tactic’.
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