Agenda for JCR Meeting 19 October 2005
1. Apologies for Absence

2. Minutes from the last JCR Meeting

3. Reports from Officers
4. Gym

1) Non-Gym Equipment Near the Gym

The ping pong table has been deemed a fire hazard by the authorities and needs to be gone by the end of Michaelmas term. There is no space available for it in College. 

The pool table has not yet officially been labelled as a hazard, but cannot possibly be used in the gym or in its current condition and is taking up room that is needed for equipment. I’ve told Rod Oakey we’ll sort this out ASAP.

Thus, our options are:

1. selling on ebay 

2. selling some other way 

3. donating to a local charity/recreation center 

2) Television donated to the gym.

A TV has been donated to the gym. Do we:

1. buy a license for it and put it in the gym [what are rules and procedures?] 

2. sell it 

3) Gym Equipment

I think we have pretty much everything we need. If we move the pool table out and have enough space, I’d like to get 1) a water cooler and cup dispenser 2) shelves set up and 3) a few subscriptions to fitness magazines to be displayed on said shelves. 4) Also we could use 2 yoga mats.

What is the budget, and what do people think about this? 

5. Motions

A
Rent Motion

There has been a net increase of 16% in rents for standard college accommodation this academic year. The college argues that this increase is necessary due to a combination of

· a general, Oxford-wide inflation index (the “Van Noorden”-index),

· a long-term policy of adjusting Nuffield rents to the higher university average,

· the concern articulated by students last year regarding prices for rooms in George Street Mews, which was addressed by additional increases for all other college rooms, so that rooms within College and in George Street Mews now cost the same.

The college further emphasizes that students have agreed to the increase in the appropriate committee sessions, as well as to the long-term adjustment policy, and to addressing imbalances between George Street Mews and standard room prices.

While such consent might have been given on these general policies, a net increase of 16% was never explicitly discussed in any committee meeting and was thus never accepted by student representatives. Furthermore, from the perspective of each individual student who entered college in Michaelmas 2004/05, it was impossible to know about these agreed-upon college policies, since college failed to inform students about them either at the beginning or end of the last academic year. As a consequence, students are faced with an entirely unexpected rent increase of 440 pounds per year, at a point in time where rent contracts with college have to be immediately signed and it is effectively too late to opt out of college accommodation. This is a considerable sum for students, and college’s handling of the issue has effectively prevented students from either budgeting accordingly, or making an informed choice about whether or not they whish to live in college accommodation.

This JCR notes that

· a net increase of 16% in rents is unacceptable, regardless of the diverse justifications given by college.

· the college has handled the issue in an intransparent and inconsiderate way, preventing students from making informed choices about their housing preferences or budgeting appropriately.

· the handling of this important issue is characteristic of an unhelpful attitude on the part of college in handling important changes affecting students.

This JCR resolves

· to protest against the net rent increase of 16%.

· to ask college to notify all affected students in writing about

· the rationale behind this rent increase and

· the exact calculation of the increase.

· to ask college to explain the exact terms of the agreements students consented to in all relevant committee discussions to JCR representatives.

· to ask college to inform all future new students entering college about the approximate level of planned increases in living costs well before the end of Trinity term.

· to ask college to take greater interest, as a general rule, in the needs and problems of students, and less interest into legal justifications of its policies affecting students.

· to affirm that consultation, consensual decision-making and consideration of students’ needs are an indispensable foundation for a functioning college community, and that the community is suffering from the prevalent intransparent ways of handling changes.

Proposed: Caroline Fehl

Seconded: Eline de Rooij

B

Motion: Laundry and general living expenses

There have been increases in living expenses in the last few months, which have come as a surprise to quite a few students and which have not been clearly announced and motivated on behalf of the College. The College seems to have a policy towards the students which is not based on honesty and openness. It does not seem to take considerations of students into account. 

This JCR notes that:

· The cost for the dryer in the laundry room has gone up by 20 pence since the first of August. 

· There has been no explanation on behalf of the College as to why this increase is necessary.

· Due to the timing most students were only informed about the increase long after it had been introduced.

· Students are facing increasingly higher living expenses in College.

· Twenty pence pieces are difficult to come by.

Moreover, this JCR insists that: 

· The College should adopt a more honest and open approach to students, giving them a possibility to react to changes and to budget.

· No increases in any living expenses for students should be made during the summer.

· If an increase in living expenses is necessary, there should be a clear explanation posted either to the students or on the Nuffield website.

· The washing and drying machine should be a facility, not a way to make profit.

· Therefore a minimum of two pounds forty a week is a too high price to pay for laundry.

· Washing and drying costs should be kept to a minimum.

Proposed: Eline de Rooij

Seconded: Caroline Fehl
6. Other Matters

