Strategy and Resources Committee
17 November 2004 

Student Assessment Questionnaire

Some of you will have contributed to this exercise in June 2004.  The Senior Tutor took the committee through his findings (attached).  Please let me have any comments on his findings (these may be in confidence, if you prefer) and, especially, on the methodology/ administration of the questionnaire as the College is keen to learn from the exercise and improve it in future.  

Key points for those without time to read the whole document:  (i) take-up of and training for teaching assistantships is to be encouraged by the College and University; (ii) most respondents were very positive about their Nuffield experience, whereas a significant number had concerns about their University experience; (iii) [from the welfare survey] an alarmingly low number of students are registered with Oxford GP practices: it’s free to register and it’s something you are strongly encouraged to do before you get ill (ask Divya or me if you need any help registering).

College 4th Year Fees

The Senior Tutor asked the committee for clarification of how the introduction of college 4th year fees should be introduced.  The committee agreed that the Scholarship Fund should be augmented by fees paid by funding bodies on behalf of supported students.  These resources would then be used to provide college scholarships to self-funded students to cover the cost of 4th year college fees, providing the students had made satisfactory academic progress.

University 4th Year Fees

I expressed the JCR’s opposition to the introduction of these fees.  There was sympathy among the committee to some of our concerns, although the committee also recognised that Nuffield had already acted to secure the additional (4th year) fees offered by funding bodies such as the ESRC.  The Warden undertook to write to the EPSC (the University committee considering the introduction of these fees), setting out how Nuffield had approached its introduction of 4th year (college) fees and suggesting this as a model for the University.

George Street Committee

Prof. Gallie reported on the first meeting of this new committee (Sunny [Kotcheta] is the JCR rep).  The committee are looking into the cost of providing double glazing for Mews accommodation.

Student Assistance with Seminars

The subject groups had discussed a proposal of the Warden that students be employed by the college to help with the setting up and running of IT for seminars.  This proposal was agreed and the posts will be advertised.  

College Accounts

The Bursar and Finance Officer took the committee through the College accounts for 2003-4 and through the updated estimates for 2004-5.  I have details on these if anyone wishes to know more.  JCR members might like to note that they are not eating enough.  The low take up of college food over the summer has caused the estimated cost of the meal subsidy to fall by £[12,000].  Also note that there is provision of £[ ] for hardship grants from the college.  

Other items

The College is to proceed with reconfiguring the cobbles in the upper quad to improve access.  A room is to be set aside as a study for non-resident academic visitors.  (We were assured by the Bursar that this could be found from existing allocations of rooms.)  The Warden is keen to hear of Nuffield successes and prominent alumni – if anyone knows of any that the College may not be aware of, please let him know.

Calum Miller
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