Diego Gambetta (Official Fellow) An intellectually exciting but rather frustrating year – for none of the three research projects I have in play has reached completion.


First, I made some progress in revising Crimes and Signs: Cracking the Code of the Underworld. I finished seven chapters out of ten. This book, which Princeton University Press has been patiently waiting for, should be out late next year.


Next, in December 2006 I completed (with Steffen Hertog) ‘Engineers of Jihad’ and submitted it to the American Journal of Sociology. Following a Revise & Resubmit we received 5 months later, we have worked a lot more on it, among other things acquiring more data on Western and South East Asian Islamic radicals. The pattern we find is intriguing: while the share of graduates of all types among violent Islamic extremists varies – over 50% in the Middle East and North African groups but far fewer among Western groups and South East Asian ones – the proportion of engineers remains high, and vastly overrepresented, in all the areas. We have now re-submitted. If you missed my presentation of the paper at the Sociology Seminar in Trinity 2007 you will have to read it to find out ‘what’s wrong with engineers’!


Third, the survey-based ‘trust game’ experiment with a sample of the British population (with John Ermisch, Heather Laurie and others at ISER), was completed successfully in June 2007. Finalising the precise features of the experiment, the follow-up questionnaire, and organising the practicalities took up quite some time, but has been interesting because of the novelty of the method we used. Instead of the lab, we employed professional interviewers who had to be trained before they could visit the 259 subjects at their homes. We have now started to analyse the data: we are able to investigate trusting and trustworthiness as behaviours in the game and correlate them with individual traits derived from the BHPS panel survey questionnaire administered to these subjects in 2003 and 2006. How trusting and trustworthy do you think the British are? Are women more trusting/trustworthy than men, richer people more than poorer ones, the elderly more than the young, the religious more than the atheists? All will be revealed...

With regard to other activities I have 

- organised a workshop on Mimicry in Civil Wars to be held at the Collége de France, Paris, on 7-8 December 2007. The workshop is part of the series on Micro Foundations of Civil Wars, run by a group of scholars led by Jon Elster, under the aegis of the Centre for the Study of Civil Wars, PRIO, Oslo; 

- restructured my webpage (with the valiant assistance from Marina Tzvetkova and Anton Verstraete); 

- re-organised and made available through my webpage for free public use two archives, one contains about a 1000 ‘cards’ of text I extracted from various judicial sources and Mafioso ‘confessions’, which I arranged according to a conceptual grid; this archive was the core evidence for writing The Sicilian Mafia (John Carlarne provided the technical support). The other is the database on suicide missions worldwide 1981-2005, which I constructed with Marina Tzvetkova for writing the lengthy postscript to the paperback edition of Making Sense of Suicide Missions.
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